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THE APPROACHING NEW DISPENSATION, 


When the times of the Gentiles shall be fulfilled, and the Lord Jesus 
shall be revealed from heaven to take vengeance on them that know 
not God, and to judge the guilty nations which have refused to obey 
bis Gospel, (the ancient covenant people being at the same time graffed 
in again into their own good olive,) a new order of worship shall be es- 
tablished, concerning which we may learn something from the word of 
God, which is not totally silent on the subject, while at the same time 
it is highly probable that all has not been revealed which the day itself 
shall make manifest. This new order of worship, which will probably 
to a certain extent be uniform throughout the whole renewed earth, 
muy properly be termed a New Economy or Dispensation. 

Those who term the approaching period of millennial glory a new Dis- 
pensation are not unfrequently met (by such as deny a personal appearing 
of Christ at its commencement) with looks or language which betray 
scepticism, and in some instances even derision. It is not that these in- 
dividuals call in question the doctrine of the Millennium itself, abstrac- 
tedly considered ; but they conceive, that it is to be brought about by 
the universal Church progressively gliding into a state of increased spir- 
ituality and honor by the instrumentality of those means already in 
operation, and that the millennial state will consequently not differ from 
the present dispensation in any thing but the greater prevalence and 
triumph of religion. 

Now it has often seemed to us, that if those who think thus would 
only sit down, and candidly weigh the statements made by writers on 
prophecy, whose expositions in the general they adopt ;—and consider 
to what their own views would necessarily lead them, were they but fully 
realized, and carried out to their legitimate extent ;—they would per. 
ceive, that the millennial state cannot at all comport with various fea- 
tures of the present dispensation, and that it must consequently, in sev- 
eral very important particulars, constitute a new dispensation. One of 
the resuits, necessarily flowing from circumstances admitted by both 
parties, does not appear to have attracted the notice of Millenarians 
themselves ; and we shall bring it forward as a sort of collateral argu. 
ment in favour of the view we take of this subject. 

Startling then as it may appear to some, yet we think it will be found, 
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that the Holy Scriptures would, for the most part, be rendered inappli- 
cable to the then existing circumstances of men in the flesh ; and that 
there would need some further revelation from God.* Now it must be 
allowed, that a state of things which supersedes a portion of divine re- 
velation hitherto enjoyed, and introduces men into a state of things 
which is the consummation of that revealed, has one grand characteris- 
tic of a new dispensation: if not, the introduction of the Christian wera 
was not a new dispensation, but merely a continuation of the Mosaical. 

To come however to the points themselves.—It is admitted, that Sa- 
tan will be bound during the Millennium; which, according to the low- 
est view taken by the spiritualists, signifies, that his influence will be 
so restrained, that he shall not be permitted to deceive nor tempt either 
nations or individuals. What become then of those numerous passa- 
ges of Scriptare which inform us of his character and power; which 
warn us against his subtlety and temptations; and direct us to the ar- 
mour we must use in order to contend with him? 

Moreover, with the binding of Satan, there will necessarily cease all 
the persecution and annoyance which the saints suffer from those who 
are under his influence, and which more immediately constitutes them 
a Church militant. All that is written for the comfort of the believer 
under such circumstances,—the promises set before him to sustain him 
during the conflict, and the experience of the cloud of witnesses record- 
ed for his encouragement,—will become comparatively a dead letter— 
a matter inapplicable to the circumstances in which the Chureh can, 
for a thousand years, by any probability be placed. 

Again, the people of God are now described as “a little flock,” and 
the whole world is said to be “lying in wickedness.” But it is admit- 
ted, that during the Millennium the earth shall be filled with the know- 
ledge of the Lord; all shall know God from the highest to the least ; 
and holiness and righteousness shall every where prevail. The flock 
of Christ will therefore be as a multitude, and not a remnant: and all 
those admonitions and doctrines (so useful in guarding us against un- 
godly men, and leading us to live separate and unspotted from the world, 
and to shine as lights in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, ). 
will be equally neutralized. 

By the same rule, all those statements will be unsuitable, which set 
forth the Church as consisting of a mixture of good and evil,—like 
tares growing with the wheat, good and bad fishes, wise and foolish 
virgins, &c. All things which offend and do iniquity will be gathered 
out; every tree not planted by our heavenly Father will be plucked up ; 
and the entire aspect of the dispensation changed. 

The prophetic parts of Scripture are, alas! too much thrown out of 
the account in the present day ; and thousands, if one may judge from 
the neglect with which they are treated, would think it no loss to be de- 


* To avoid being misunderstood we would observe, that when we say the Scripture 
would be for the most part inapplicable, we are aware that there are many glorious 
declarations concerning the divine attributes and conduct, which could never lose 
their power and influence on a regenerate soul. 
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prived of them. Then, however, their great use, as a light shining in a + 
dark pla ce, will be superseded; they will truly then have become only 
“matter of history ;” and “they shall fail,” (being accomplished,) as 
to any immediate need which the Church may have of them. So in 
regard to promises concerning the kingdom of our Lord. Surely the 
kingdom will be already come, when all the kingdoms of this world shall 
have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ: with what 
propriety then could men any longer be exhorted “ to seek” and to “lay 
up treasure,” and “to hope” for that, which they will already be in 
possession of. 

We forbear to bring forward many other particulars, which would 
obviously be rendered nugatory by our Lord’s personal advent, because 
it would be assuming that for granted, which is not yielded by those 
with whom we now more directly argue. What we have advanced is 
sufficient to evince, that the whole character of the Church and of the 
state of mankind would be so altered, together with their spiritual and 
religious circumstances, that we should no longer find them pourtrayed 
generally in the length and breadth of Scripture ; and it would not per- 
haps be too much to say, that the great bulk of what are called practical 
discourses, at present delivered or published, would be as much unsuited 
to the condition of mankind, as they would were they addressed to the 
angels of God. 

This view of the subject is strikingly confirmed by referring to the 
past history of the Church, and reasoning from the analogy of the case. 
Whensoever any great change has been made in its circumstances and 
condition, it has always been accompanied by a further revelation from 
God concerning the dispensation then about to be introduced, and con- 
taining also some intimations of the dispensation to succeed. We know 
but little of the state of worship and knowledge of God existing in the 
intediluvian world; but, so far as we can judge from what is written, 
there was a gradual increase of blessed promises, containing in them. 
selves much light for the Church, made to Noah, Abraham, and the 
patriarchs. Moreover the worship of God assumed under them more 
ostensibly the character of an ordinance. ‘There were also intimations 
given of the affliction which the house of Israel should endure in Egypt, 
and of the deliverance they should experience therefrom. Then came 
the Mosaic dispensation, attended by a further revelation from mount 
Sinai; and which was progressively added to up to the period of the re- 
turn from Babylon and the building of the second Temple. We know 
from our Saviour’s doctrine, and from the application of prophecies and 
types in the New Testament, that much was intimated concerning the 
christian dispensation, and much also concerning the millennial; yet 
were they, “whilst under the law, kept shut up unto the faith which 
should afterwards be revealed.” (Gal. ili. 23.) Next came the revela- 
tion to the christian Church; the character of which on the one hand 
is, that life and immortality are brought to light; whilst on the other 
hand we are assured, “that we know but in part, and see through a 
glass darkly.” 
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Again, éacli decidedly marked zra in the history of the Church has 
not only been accompanied by anincrease of revelation, ‘but by a dis. 
annulling or superseding something going before. How few of the tra- 
ditions which were im the eatly Church, and by which it was. mainly 
guided until the giving of the Law, are preserved in the Pentateuch 
Aud how faller inte disuse to the Gentiles are the ceremonial and civil 
law, which formed nevertheless so large a portion of the Mosaical dis- 
pensation, and are still binding on the Jews. These thimgs are indeed 
by no means useless and unprofitable to the Gentiles: many, if not 
most of them, are still shadows of good things to come ; and all serve to 
reflect light upen the things now possesseds. But it is nevertheless evi- 
dent, that their use to the Gentiles is exceedingly diflerent now, to what 
they were when they existed as ordinances of worship in thé Old Tes- 
tament Church; and this essential change in the use and application 
of them it is, that bespéaks us to be now under a dispensation differing 
from the Mosaical, in which if a Gentile would connect himself with the 
visible church, he must be circumcised and: keep the whole law of com- 
mandments contained: in ordinances. When therefore a similar differ- 
ence shall exist in the use of the New Testament revelation, it will be 
equally manifest that a new dispensation has arrived. Nor will the 
Scriptures, superseded in the Millennium, be devoid of interest or use ; 
but they will serve in the way of retrospection and memorial :* except- 
ing some very few passages, respecting the liftle season when Satan 
shall be loosed and the events which are to follow. At this period them 
will be fulfilled more completely the prophecy of Joel: “And it shall 
come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh ; 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall 
dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: and also upon the 
servants and handmards 1 in those days willl pour out my Spirit.” (Joet 
ua. 28, 29. 

There ps one or two other circumstances characteristic of a new 
dispensation, which may still further serve to illustrate the casein point. 
In every successive state of the Church man hasalways been put afresh 
upon his trial, but under different circumstances; it being apparently 
one of tlie objects of God to teach his: redeented, experimentally, the 
impossibility of continuing upright, however varied their circumstances 
and advantages. ‘Thus,in the dispensation of the fulness of times, they 
will have a most unequivocal conviction, that they would fall, were they 
not sustained by the special grace of God. It is a lesson not only to be 
learned by men, but to be exhibited also to the thrones: and principali- 
ties in heavenly places; ‘that: the elect angels may likewise comprehend 
the footing on which they. stand. 

How awfully instructive is the history of the Church in this respect f 
We see man placed. first in .a state of innocence, enjoying occasional 
intercourse with his Creator; he is tempted, and he falls. Being now 


* Thus the manna given in the wilderness ceased on the entering of the Church 
imto the promised land; but a pot of it was laid up in the ark as a memorial, 
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in some measure taught by fatal experience,—having acquired also the 
knowledge of good and evil,—he nevertheless presently apostatizes 
again, and the whole human race, excepting eight persons, is swept 
away. After the flood, we know, (from the state of Sodom and Go- 
morrah and the Canaanitish nations,):haw littke man had gained by'the 


_ further experience granted him; but, (to keep! moreaiamediately to the 


history of the Church) the Law is inow given, and man is to bé restrain- 
ed or stimulated by vari»: threats and: promises, given under cireum- 
stances awfully impress:.e; he is to enjoy a great increagdéiof divine re- 
velation; and is to witness numerous remarkable evidences of the di- 
vine power, providence and glory. Wonderfully increased are his ad- 
vantages now: nevertheless—he fallst ~ Next he passes into the spirit- 
ual dispensation, the superior advantages of which cannot be better de- 
scribed than in the words of our Lord and these of his apostles after 
him.—* Verily I say unto’you, that many prophets and righteous men 
have desired to see those things which you see, and have not seen them; 
and to hear those things. which ye hear, and have not heard them.” 

“ For if the’ministration of conderhnation be glory, much more doth the 
ministration of righteousness exceed in glory.” (Matt. xiti, 17; 2 Cor. 

iii. 9.) We know however from various prophecies;- that in the latter 
days of this dispensation men will again fall away from God. We have 
indeed already witnessed instances of kingdoms and states, which have 
either corrupted the truth of God, or forsaken it; and we see, alas! sad 
indications prevalent throughout the christian Church, of a spirit of in- 
creasing apostaey fromGed;' -'The: millennial state‘will succeed ; and 
this will apparently combine all the various advantages hitherto enjoy- 
ed. There will be.the open vision of Christ, angelic intercourse, the 
concentration, as it were, of spititual light and power, the absence of 
temptation, and the experience of six theusand years: yet, we anOW 
from Rev. xx. that man ‘will again apostatize !* 

Ft would appear likewise, that men as well'as angels must have con- 
tinually before them some striking memorial or specimen of God’s ven- 
geance against sin—and this’ the vengeance of eternal fire. The for- 
mer have the example ofthe angels that rebelled and are cast down to 
hell. The antediluvjans had the cherubims with the flaming sword, to 
remind them of thé Eden from which Adam was ejected. (Gen, iii. 24.) 
The post-diluvians soon had “Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities 
about them, set forth for an example, suffering the Vengeance of eternal 

fire.” (Jude v. 7.) In the Millennium there 1s apparently to be a-simi- 
lar example: some portion of the earth ‘shall be so visited, “that the 
streams thereof shall be turned into pitch, and the dust thereof into 
brimstone, and the land thereof shall become burning pitch : it shall not 
be quenched night nor day; the. smoke thereof shall go up for ever,” 

&c. (Isaiah xxxiv.) And when “upon the wicked'the Lord shall rain 
snares, fire and brimstone,—a horrible tempest?” (Psalm xi.) “ the re- 


* Of course these observations do not affect the risen saints; these can other 
@ay more, nor sin any more. 
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deemed shall go forth from one new moon to another and from one sab- 
bath to another, and look upon the carcases of the men that have trans- 
gressed against me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire 
be quenched.” (Isaiah Ixvi. 23, 24.) So also after the Millennium, 
there shall be the devil and the men deceived by him, “cast into the 
lake of fire, and shall be tormented day and night for ever, that the evi- 
dence of God’s unconquerable aversion to sin may always be present to 
the minds of even such as have themselves escaped the wrath to come.” 


(Rey. xx. 10.) 


ISRAEL’S ORDINANCES, 


A FEW THOUGHTS ON THEIR PERPETUITY 
RESPECTFULLY SUGGESTED IN A LETTER 


TO THE RIGHT REV. THE BISHOP OF JERUSALEM, 


BY CHARLOTTE ELIZABETH. 






My prar Lorp—It has long been on my mind to use the privilege 
that your brotherly friendship affords me, combined with the respect due 
to your exceedingly elevated position in the Church of Christ—chief 
pastor in that which is truly the mother church of all, being yourself al- 
so a descendant of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,—to use this privilege 
for the purpose of laying before you some thoughts that I do believe to 
be scripturally grounded, and confirmed by full warrant of God’s word. 
i What man’s words concerning this subject may have been, in any age 
' of the world, affects not me: I reverently receivé, embrace, hold fast, 
and abide by the closing admonitions of the Bible, believing them to 
refer to the whole yolume of inspiration, as we now possess it :—“T 
testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this 
book, if any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him 
the plagues that are written in this book: And if any man shall take 
: away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away 
| his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the 
things which are written in thisbook.” (Rev, xxii. 18, 19.) 
That men, even good men, have both added to,and taken away from 
such words, is unquestionable; but they did it not wilfully or knowing- 
ly. A veil has been “spread over all nations,” that the mysterious 
purposes of the Most Highest might work their own accomplishment, 
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and the sore threatenings of his awful word be fulfilled against his an- 
cient people, while that season continued, of which he says, “I have 
forsaken mine house, I have left mine heritage; I have given the 
dearly beloved of my soul into the hand of her enemies.” (Jerem. 
xii. 7.) ‘The Lorp had, from the beginning, set a time, during which 
Israel should be outcast, Judah dispersed, and Jerusalem trodden 
under foot of the Gentiles. Man could not slmrten this period; and 
had ‘our fathers fully seen the bearing of those rich promises, those 
immutable ‘decrees which are gradually unfolding their treasures to us, 
they would not have wasted, in fruitless efforts to help forward events for 
which the time was not yet ripe, the season given to them to make sure 
their own calling and election, and to proclaim indiscriminately through- 
out the earth, the gospel of peace to every perishing sinner. Against 
them, therefore, I do not bring the charge of presumptuously adding to, 
or taking from the word of God; but I believe that, without any alter- 
ation in a single phrase of what has from the beginning been recorded 
in the scriptures, a fuller, broader, more penetrating light will be shed 
on the sacred pages, and our eyes opened to behold more wonderful 
things in them than our fathers beheld. 

Very remarkable, to me, appears the caution of Peter : “We have also 
a more sure word of prophecy, whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, 
as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the 
day-star arise.” Here we are plainly told that even under the gospel 
dispensation, and to the eye of the sincere believer, darkness to a certain 
extent must prevail ; the prophetic word alone remaining, as a distant 
streak of dawn, on which our watchful gaze must be fixed, until the ac- 
tual appearance of that glorious pay whereof he especially spake. He 
proceeds, “In your hearts, knowing this first, that no prophecy of the 
scripture is of any private interpretation. For the scripture came not 
in old time by the will of man: but holymen of God spake as they 
were moved ‘by the Holy Ghost.” (2 Peter i. 19—21.) Admit but 
this partial darkness resting on the church; confess but that we see to. 
kens of the advancing day; bear but in mind that private or partial in- 
terpretations cannot in the smallest degree affect the literal meaning of 
words that God himself inspired the holy penman of old to write; and 
surely, surely we may, nay must, now cease from man ; cease to inherit 
men’s private opinions as matters of course ; cease to interpret God’s 
word ‘according to the established usages of men; and, by the clear 
light of unfolding events—the only legitimate interpreters of prophecy—— 
we must read, and understand for ourselves. 

In a recent number of the independent organ of your nation in Eng- 
land, the ‘ Voice of Jacob,’ I am referred to as having challenged the 
Bishop of Jerusalem. Had I indeed done so, your Lordship might 
well smile at, or reprove my presumption. I did not otherwise chal. 
lenge you than by referring to the fact of having made known to you 
by letter my view on one very important subject, long before I was 
aware of the existence of an Anglo-Jewish press; but two years more 
of prayerful consideration on that point, bring me to the conclusion 
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that, without the unseemly boldness of challenging one at whose feet | 
might be thankful to sit as a silent learner, I am imperatively called 
on to defend, as best I may, those views; and if I prefer the form of a 
letter to your Lordship, it is because you, of all living men, are most 
likely to decide the matter, not theoretically, but practically. In your 
person, the Christian Church of the circumcision is once more planted 
on the height of Zion, in your person, the reproach of seventeen cen- 
turies is there rolled away from the Israel. Call you what we will, my 
Lord, you are a Jew, a circumcised Jew, and your dear partner, the 
wife of your bosom, is a Jewess, a descendant of Levi; your daugh- 
ters who, under the Lord’s blessing, are growing up as the polished cor- 
ners of the temple, are Jewesses also, Here I pause: for I feel that 
something is wanting to complete the picture. My deay Lord, bear with 
me while I respectfully and affectionately put once more the query— 
Why are not your sons also Jews ? 

I do not ask, I do not expect or even desire a reply to this question. 
I well know that your condescending regard for me would induce you 
to waive the circumstance of my being only a woman, and prompt such 
reply, for the satisfaction of my mind ; but nothing can be further from 
my thought than to occupy a moment more of your inyaluable time 
than may be devoted to looking over the pages of this letter. Let the 
church at home answer me, if any deem it worth their while so to do; 
for many must regard me as widely errring from the truth. Perhaps 
when I have fairly stated the case, they may pause ere they condemn; 
but it is to you, my Lord, the chief pastor of the Christian Church of 
the circumcision in Jerusalem, that I feel it alike my duty and my pri- 
vilege to render a reason for what I believe; thankfully remembering 
too that it is often to “ babes” in knowledge that the Father first reveals 
things long hidden from the wise and prudent. I know that others have 
held and proclaimed similar views; but I solemnly declare that of man 
Thave not received them. Blessed, by the unspeakable mercy of God, 
with a partner to whom, as to myself, the Bible, and the Bible alone, is 
the rule both of faith and practice, we have together studied it daily ; to- 
gether prayed to be kept from error, and led into all truth; and together 
arrived at a conclusion from which nothing under heaven can possibly 
unsettle us, save a plain distinct proof laid open from the pages of that 
same Bible, of our having here misunderstood its contents, J have in- 
deed, according to the apostolic injunction, “asked my husband at 
home ;” and confirmed by his better judgment, led and instructed by 
him, I do feel much emboldened to proceed in declaring what from the 
Holy Scriptures exclusively I have been enabled to gather. 

Now, hear first my confession of: faith. I utterly deny, abjure, and 
reject all and every work of man, be he Jew or Gentile, as possessing any 
meritorious efficacy whatsoever in procuring even the least of all spirit- 
ual blessings, here or hereafter, I believe that God sent his own Son in- 
to the world, and set him forth as a propitiation for our sins, that all who 
believe in him might be justified from all things, from which, that is to 
say from any of which, they could not be justified by any works of any 
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law. Ibelieve that the serpent of copper, elevated by Moses under the 
divine direction in the wilderness that every wounded Israelite looking 
upon it might be instantaneously healed through faith in God’s ap- 
pointed means, was a most lively type of Jesus Christ, lifted up upon 
the cross, that by a like faith in the means appointed of God for the 
salvation of our souls, all who look believingly to him should not perish 
but have everlasting life. At the same time, I would add, that as the 
Israelites afterwards sinned by burning incense to the mere metal, so I 
regard all honour paid to material representations, pictures, crucifixes, 
crosses, or other images, by professed followers of Christ, to be damn- 
able idolatry. 

Every word of every book in the New Testament, no less than in the 
Old, I do most fully admit and believe to be of divine authority ; and 
if I were to sum up my confession in words borrowed from the Scrip- 
tures, I would take those spoken by Peter in Jerusalem, where you now 
are, and, in reference to any child of Adam delivered from the wrath of 
God, cleansed from the leprosy of sin, and enjoying the blessed hope 
of eternal life, I would say as he said to the lame man miraculously 
cured, “ Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that 
by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom 
God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before 
you whole, Thisis the stone which was set at nought of you builders, 
which is become the head of the corner. Neither is there salvation in 
any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved.” (Actsiv. 10—12.) 

In the course of our ministerial experience, my Lord, among profess- 
- ing Christians, and especially in attending the death-beds of such, you 

have doubtless met with many instances where the individual, on being 
interrogated as to the ground of his hope, has answered, that he had 
lived honestly and uprightly ; had committed no murder, never stolen, 
never wronged his neighbour; had gone to church, said his prayers at 
home, and, in short, kept the commandments as well as he could. You 
have labuured to show him the utter worthlessness of such a plea before 
God; assuring him that an expectation so founded must be quenched 
in darkness: but while holding before his mental eye the one sole hope 
of a sinner, the sacrificial atonement and justifying righteousness of: 
Christ, you never told him that he ought to have broken, or ought then 
to determine on breaking those commandments, or at least wholly to 
forget them, in order that Christ might be all in all. No, you told him 
that the fruit of saving faith is love, and the fruit of love is obedience, 
and the rule of obedience, those laws which God has given us. That 
in the act of keeping the commandments, we render the cheerful ser- 
vice of an affectionate, grateful child, not the exacted toil of a hired 
labourer. Now, I would humbly, yet firmly assert, that we have no 
better warrant for demanding of the Jews, that in acknowledging the 
Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour, they should trample under foot the 
commandments given to their fathers,as a peculiar nation, than we have 
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for requiring either from Jew or Gentile, the violation of that moral 
Jaw which is universally acknowledged to be binding upon both. 

Bear with me, my Lord, while I recount my reasons for thus believ- 
ing; always remembering that I admit of no authority of any kind 
whatever beyond the two covers of the Bible, my Bible, which includes 
neither note, comment, or interpolation of any kind. I am perfectly 
sure that, if any further explanation of God’s purpose had been needful, 
he would have given it to us, by the same means, and within the same 
boundaries; and I will not be so unjust as to receive the traditions of 
the Gentile while rejecting these of the Jew. There is, however, an 
exposition of the Bible within the Bible, which we too much overlook : 
{ mean the practical comment of the inspired teachers on their own 
teaching. if we find a particular line of conduct pursued by one of 
them, in direct elucidation of his doctrine, and an unequivocal recogni- 
tion of his having done rightly, vouchsafed by the Lord himself, we 
must be very venturesome either to reject or to explain it away. 

I find that, after successfully preaching the word of truth among 
many Gentile people, the Apostle Paul went up to Jerusalem with full 
conviction of mind that the consequences of his faithful testimony 
would be great prosecution, and full purpose of heart to bear these con- 
sequences. Need I repeat his words? Yes, I will, for they are en- 
deared to me by one of the most interesting recollections of my life. 
« And now, behold, I go bound in the Spirit unto Jerusalem, not know- 
ing the things that shall befal me there: save that the Holy Ghost wit- 
nesseth in every city, saying, that bonds and afflictions abide me. But 
none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, 
so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have 
received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the grace of God.” 
{Acts xx. 22—24.) Comforted by the sympathy, strengthened by the 
prayers of his pious and attached flock, he repaired to the holy city; 
having again resisted the importunities of those in Caesarea whom the 
prophetic warning of Agabus terrified on his account; saying, “ What 
mean ye to weep, and to break mine heart? for I am ready not to be 
bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem, for the name of the Lord 
Jesus.” (Acts. xxi. 13.) 

James and the elders received him gladly, and glorified God for the 
great things wrought among the Gentiles by Paul’s ministry; and then, 
remembering the great change in his position, they went on to say, 
“Thou seest, brother, how many thousands of Jews there are which be- 
lieve; and they are all zealous of the law : and they are informed of thee, 
that thou teachest all the Jews which are among the Gentiles to forsake 
Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise their children, neither 
to walk after their customs. What isit therefore? the multitude must 
needs come together: for they will hear that thou art come. Do there- 
fore this that we say to thee: we have four men which have a vow on 
them ; them take, and purify thyself with them, and be at charges with 
them, that they may shave their heads: and all may «Now that those 
things, whereof they were informed of thee, are nothing ; but that thou 
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thyself also walkest orderly, and keepest the law.” Was this the timid 


council of men who feared an uproar; or who, like Paul’s friends at 
Ephesus and in Cesarea would fain have kept him out of danger? If 
so, where was the high and holy resolve of the dauntless apostle, “* None 
of these things move me. Neither count I my life dear unto myself. I 
am ready, not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name 
of the Lord Jesus.” Was Paul to be intimidated thus? Was he to 
compromise, and dissemble, by the advice of his brethren in Jerusalem ? 
If so, it is marvellous thatethey did not refrain from guarding against the 
least surrender to the Jews on their favourite project of Judaizing 
the Gentiles, instead of thus proceeding, “ As touching the Gentiles 
which believe, we have written and concluded that they observe no 
such thing, save only that they keep themselves from things offered to 
idols, and from blood, and from things strangled, and from fornication.” 

It does not appear that Paul answered a word, but, glad to disprove 
the caJumny propagated against him, he, on the very next day, fulfilled 
the peculiar obligations of a Nazarite’s vow; purifying himself, enter- 
ing into the temple, and commencing the seven days’ service there, at 
the end of which an offering should be offered for him, and for each of 
his companions. The seven days were nearly ended when the Jews com- 
menced an outcry, which the narrator accounts for in a manner that 
shows he would not have considered the act justifiable, had Paul com- 
mitted it. The people accused Paul of having polluted the temple by 
bringing Greeks into it: and the evangelist parenthetically observes, 
“For they had seen before with him, in the city, Trophimus, an Ephe- 
sian, whom they supposed that Paul had brought into the temple.’’ 
Then followed the attack on Paul, his rescue by the Roman captain, 
his address to the Jews, their renewed tumult, his committal to prison, 
and his appearance the next day before the Sanhedrim, where two re- 
markable passages occur ; one, his ready acknowledgment of the High 
Priest’s authority, as the legitimate ruler of the people up to that time ; 
and the other, his very unequivocal announcement of his being not only 
a Jew, but a member of on¢ particular sect among the Jews: “Men 
and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee.” 

Here, my Lord, I am often told that Paul was utterly at fault: it 
has been suggested to me, that all his sufferings in Jerusalem were the 
just punishment of his inconsistency, his cowardice, his truckling to the 
Jews; and that, in particular, he was most blameable, by his own con- 
fession, in the latter instance. I do not find that he confessed any such 
thing: when the orator Tertullus and his band came down to accuse 
him before Festus, of having been a mover of sedition, and profaning 
the temple, Paul answered by clearing himself fully of the latter charge, 
and maintains that the only “evil doing ” which they could find in him 
was the crying out as he had done before the council ; and which, to be 
sure, had stirred up some strife among them. But why do we pass 
over one fact which stamps with the divine approval his whole conduct ? 
After he had been in the temple, fulfilling the vow of a Nazarite ; after 
he had been before the council, proclaiming himself a Jew and a Phari. 


ELLA DO 
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see, “The night following the Lord stood by him and said, Be of good 
cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must'thond 
bear witness also at Rome.” (Acts xxili. 11.) 

Indeed, my Lord, it makes me tremble, when we so flippantly con: 
demn, or at least blame, where the Lord ‘himself actually appeared in 
person to encourage, confirm, and strengthen his faithful servant. Un- 
der that partial darkness to which Peter alludes as hanging over us till 
the last bright day arrives, men have stumbled on conclusions, framed 
systems from them, and in deference to theirtpresumed wisdom, we, on 
whom a brighter light is rapidly opening, refuse to bring their systems 
to its penetrating beam, choosing yther to convict Paul of error, in a 
matter where the Lord himself sanctioned and approvéd, than to adopt 
the Psalmist’s seemingly boastful, but really humble words, “TI have 
more understanding than all my teachers: for THy TESTIMONIES are 
my meditation. I understand more than the ancients, because I keep 
THY pRecErtTs.” (Psalm cxix. 99, 100.) 

But some seem to admit that while the temple stood, and while Judah 
yet dwelt at Jerusalem, the customs of the law remained unaffected by 
the Gospel; that believing Jews were not wrong in being zealous of 
their law ; and that it was only abrogated when the temple was destroy- 
ed, and the people scattered. This, : at any rate, cannot affect circum- 
bition which as our Lord remarked, is not of Moses, but of the fathers. 
I make no apology for quoting at length that most precious, most impor- 
tant, and glorious passage, from the seventeéntlt chapter of Genesis : 
4 And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the Lorp appeared 
to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk ‘before 
mie, and be thou perfect. And I will make my covenant between me 
and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly. And Abram fell on his 
face: and God talked with him, saying, As for me, behold, my cove- 
nant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations. Neither 
sha!! thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abra- 
ham ; fora father of many nations have I made thee. And I will make 
thee exceeding fruitful, and f will make nations of thee, and kings shall 
come out of thee. And I will estdblish my covenant between me and 
thee, and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting co- 
venant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. And I will 
give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee the land wherein thou art a 
stranger ; all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession ; ‘and I 
will be their God. And God said unto Abraham, ‘Thou shalt keep my 
COVENANT therefore, thou and thy seed after thee in their generations. 
TuIs Is MY COVENANT, WHICH YE SHALL KEEP, between me and you, 
and thy seed after thee; EVERY MAN CHILD AMONG YOU SHALL BE CIR- 
CUMCISED ;....and it shall be a TOKEN OF THE CovENANT between MBE 
and you. And my covenant shall be in your flesh for an EVERLASTING 
covenant. And the uncircumcised man-child, whose flesh of his fore- 
skin is not cireumcised, that soul shall be cut off from his people ; he 
hath broken my covenant.” 

Blessed be God! it is only from his people, nationally, and from the 
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covenant concerning the land of Canaan, that such a man-child is cut 
off. “In Christ Jesus, neither circumcision availeth anything, nor un- 
circumcision; but a new creature.” . The eternal inheritance is secure 
to all who partake in the faith of Abraham; but the command to his 
seed after the flesh is so plain, so peremptory, so inseparably and last- 
ingly’connected with the promise of the land, that it is to me a marvel 
how any can make light of it. The “remnant according to the elec- 
tion of grace,” who, from age to age, have been gathered into the 
Christian Church, have’ relinquished this tenure, and what is the con- 
sequence? They are individually saved; but their children cannot be 
found, cannot be any where traced, unless by the chance retention of a 
name by which they may be guessed at; and have no more portion in 
the land of Canaan than Ehave. “It is no matter,” the spiritual person 
will say;’’ but it may appear a matter of some weight when the good 
land, réstored to its fertility, and become once more the glory of all 
jands, is openly portioned out among the tribes. Now, in our day, that 
time draws near so palpably, that I feel bound to say, it seems unjust to 
rob.a Hebrew boy of his birth-right, because his parents have obtained 
‘w better inheritance; andwere I a Jewess, I should be afraid of appear- 
ing to despise that good jand if: Lb thought it not worth my while to pre- 
serve my child’s portion*there. » However, all this is put aside, by as- 
suming that the Abrahamic covenant became obsolete, and gave place 
toa better, when the grace and trath of the Gospel became known. 
This I cannot admit. 

In the second, third, and fourth elapters of the Epistle to the Ro- 
mans, this ‘subject is very amply discussed ; proving the full participa- 
tion of every believing Gentile in all the spiritual blessings sealed to 
-Abrahanm; ‘but ‘in no instance disproving the abiding character of the 
national ‘eovenant. ° Phe great difficulty that beset the Apostle on 
whom came the care of all the churches, seems to have been the keeping 
separate of thosefin outward observances, who, in Christ Jesus, had be~ 
come one. .ifhe" Jews, erring just like us, only on the opposite side, 
wanted to circumcise the Gentiles,*®s an initiatory rite into the spiritual 
eovenant, and Paul, well knowing. that it only belonged to the national 
covenant, resisted this; just as believing Jews in our day, until they are 
overwhelmed with arguments deduced from ecclesiastical usage and 
human authority, resist being merged in the masses of the Gentiles. 
Paulsays of Abraham, “ He-received the sign of circumcision, a seal of 
the righteousness of the faith which he had yet, being uncircumcised : 
that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be not 
circumcised ; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also; 
and. the father of circumcision to them who are not of the cireumeision 
onty, but who aso walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abra. 
ham, which he had, being yet uncircumcised.” (Rom. iv. 11,12). And, 
in another place, even where Paul most energetically repels the judai-. 
zing plan among the Gentiles, he refers to the Abrahamic covenant, as. 
being wholly unaffected by the Mosaic law. “And this I say, that the 
covenant that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which 
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was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul that it should 
make the promise of none effect.” And if the covenant of promise, as 
concerns all believers, is not affected by any change in the latter dis- 
pensation, what right have we to obliterate the seal of that covenant, 
affixed by the Lorp himself, as regards the possession of the land by 
the actual descendants of him with whom it was made? How will 
“their seed be known among the Gentiles,” if we do away with the dis- 
tinctive badge of their separation ? 

But Paul says some very startling things on the subject, from which 
I do not wish to shrink. “ Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be 
circumcised Christ shall profit you nothing. For I testify again to 
every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. 
Christ has become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified 
by the law; yeare fallen from grace.” (Gal. v. 2—4.) Here again, 
my Lord, I am thankful for the precious commentary of the Apostle’s 
practice, to guide me in the real meaning of his words. “Then came 
he to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, 
named Timotheus, the son of a certain woman, which was a Jewess, 
and believed ; but his father was a Greek ; which was well reported of 
by the brethren that were at Lystra and Iconium. Him would Paul 
have to go forth with him; and took and circumcised him because of 
the Jews which were in those quarters ; for they knew all that his father 
was a Greek.” (Acts xvi. 1,2.) “Because of the Jews!” Did then 
the bold and faithful Paul, who shunned not to reprove Peter, and with. 
stand him to the face, for an instance of dissimulation because of the 


Jews—did Paul, for fear of the Jews, make poor Timothy needlessly 
‘a debtor to do the whole law,” make “Christ become of none effect 


” 


to him,” and bring about his “fall from grace?” Nobody among us 
would lay so foul a charge against the Apostle, yet, my Lord, if we 
drag the quotation from Gal. iv., just cited, into this branch of the dis- 
cussion, as though it had any reference to the Jew, wé do virtually thus 
reproach him. He gives us the key to it plainly enough in another 
place: “ But neither Titus, who w& with me, being a Greek, was com- 
pelled to be circumcised.” (Gal. ii. 3.) The father of Titus was a 
Greek, and his mother also: the father of Timothy was a Greek too, 
but his mother was of the seed of Jacob; and I need not observe to 
your Lordship, that Paul was perfectly at liberty to circumcise him or 
not. He was a disciple ; a believing Jew by the mother’s side; by the 
father’s side a believing Gentile. So Paul, “because of the Jews,” 
because he would not give them needless offence, or rather, because he 
would give them a spontaneous, gratuitous proof how highly he valued 
the privileges of Hebrew descent, made Timothy altogether a Jew. 
And all this he did under divine inspiration: all this was recorded for 
our example, or it would not be recorded at all in the very brief history 
where so much must have been omitted, and nothing retained that is 
not of universal, everlasting importance. 

My Lord, I profess myself wholly unable to conjecture the precise 
line of argument pursued by those who contend, that whatsoever dis- 
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tinguishes the Jew from the Gentile, must, of necessity be pit away 
when a son of Abraham embraces the faith of the Gospel. It seems, 
however, to be taken for granted; received as an axiom in divinity by 
every commencing student; never called in question by a Gentile ; 
and pressed with the whole weight of ecclesiastical authority on eaeh 
inquiring Israelite. In the holy scriptures, this subject is, to the sim- 
ple inquirer, Jucid and intelligible ; but human tradition and arbitrary 
usage have involved it in such a mass of difficulties, that I never ap- 
proach it without feeling the value of the Apostle’s aphorism, “ Let 
God be true, and every man a liar.” 

The stumbling-stone of Israel], as described by Paul, is precisely that 
upon which tens of thousands of professing Christians, even of the most 
orthodox creed, are-continually falling. The saving virtue attributed 
by the former to their sacrifices, and other divinely-mstituted services, is 
just as confidently attached by the latter to their sacraments, prayers, 
alms, &c. The faith of the Jews of old, the faith of Abraham, the 
faith of Moses, the faith of David, the faith of Daniel, was it not the 
faith of God’s elect, a spiritual, a saving faith? By the power of that 
faith, Abraham beheld the promised Seed in whom all the families of 
the earth should be blessed. He rejoiced in the coming day of salva- 
tion: by faith he saw that day, and was glad. 

By the same faith, Moses pointed out the Prophet like unto him, 
whom all Israel must hear, and to whom they must all cleave, on pain 
of being cut off. By that faith David addressed as Lord him who should 
also, after the flesh, be his son; and by that faith Daniel received and 
recorded the revelation that, at an appointed time, Messiah should be 
cut off, but not for himself; that the time so determined on was “to 
finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make recon- 
ciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to 
seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy.” So 
far, so very far ‘vere the first disciples,—after the Lord’s death, resur- 
rection and ascension, after their understandings had been divinely 
opened to understand the Scriptures; after the miraculous effusion of 
the Holy Spirit upon them at the feast of Pentecost—so far were they 
from imagining that there was anything in Judaism, spiritually viewed, 
incompatible with Christianity, that they feared lest Peter had sinned 
in holding communication with uncircumcised petsons, and summoned 
him to answer for it before the assembled council in Jerusalem. When 
convinced by spe miraculous attestation vouchsafed that he had done 
rightly, the event having been shown by James to have been in per- 
fect accordance with the Hebrew scriptures, they were satisfied ; and 
glorified God that he had unto the Gentiles atso granted repentance 
unto life; admitting them into the participation of all spiritual bles- 
sings in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. But when some individuals, 
with more zeal than knowledge, attempted to carry this so far as to 
force the Gentiles into the peculiar national covenant made with Israel 


alone, and for ever, the same council overruled it, and decreed their 
continued separation. 
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And this principle is emphatically enforced by Paul, who says to the 
Corinthians, among whom he had first preached the gospel exclusively 
in the synagogue, and afterwards to the Greeks of the city, “As God 
hath distributed to every man, as the Lord hath called every one, so 
Jet him walk, and so ordain I in aut churches.” Is any man called 
being circumcised? let him not become uncircumcised. Is any called 
in uncircumcision? let him not be circumcised. Circumcision is no- 
thing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the command- 
ments of God.” 

The latter clause has often been quoted as a plea against retaining 
circumcision. ‘They whodo so must surely be hard run for an argu- 
ment: for in another place, the same Paul very distinctly says, “ Cir- 
cumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the law; but if thou be a break- 
er of the law, thy circumcision is made uncircumcision.” ‘This is put 
aside by saying that nobody does or can keep the law, but it is plain 
that Paul contemplated a relative obedience toa universal law, of which 
man is capable; for he goes on, “Therefore if the uncireumcision 
keep the righteousness of the law, shall not his uncireumcision be count- 
ed for circumcision?” He is shewing that the mere externals of reli- 
gion, whether in Jew or Gentile, cannot avail; but he keeps up the 
distinction most carefully ; and indeed his words and actions through- 
out his apostolic course form a running commentary on one of his re- 
markable expressions following just after the above ;—“ What advant- 
age then hath the Jew, or what profit is there of circumcision? Mucn, 
EVERY way; chiefly because that unto them were committed the ora- 
cles of God.” Rom, iii. 1, 2. 

The sum and substance of all that I have met with in this controver- 
sy, if that may be called a controversy which has hitherto consisted in 
assertions made, and practices founded on them, may be thus stated. 
The Apostle tells us, “ The letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life,” 
the ordinances of Judaism could never in themselves confer grace, or 
purchase salvation; but many, overlooking their typical character, 
and spiritual application, built on the mere external use of these ordi- 
nances a meritorious plea for acceptance with God. For this reason, 
and because when the substance had appeared, the shadowy representa- 
tion was no longer needed, they argue, the whole system was at once 
and for ever abolished. If this be a legitimate deduction, then the only 
orthodox body extant must be the Quakers, for they profess to hold the 
same faith with us, but do away on this very groundgalike with cir- 
cumcision and with baptism; alike with the * tite er the Lord’s 
Supper. But it is quite evident that Paul, among the Jews, added bap- 
tism to circumcision (in the case of Timothy, he even added circumci- 
sion to baptism) and the Lord’s Supper to the Passover. ‘They were all 
commanded, and he would have them all to be obeyed: the one class 
of ordinances distinguishing God’s chosen family from the whole world, 
and the other uniting them with the believing Gentiles, in a spiritual 
membership, “One fold under one Shepherd,” yet recognizing their 
national preservation for the destiny to which they are reserved in the 
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latter days; a destiny to which all Scripture bears witness—when the 
Lord will temember his covenant with Abraham, and with Isaac, and 
with Jacob, and will also remember the land, which, by his immutable 
oath is their’s and their posterity’s for ever. 

But now to come more directly to the point ;—in the Journal of our 
dear Hebrew brother, the Rev. F. C. Ewald, as quoted in the ‘Jewish 
Intelligence’ of August last, I meet with the following passige:— 
‘There was an interesting Jew with me nearly the whole day ; he is 
earnestly seeking the truth, but cannot see how the law of Moses could 
have been abtogated. I explained to him the meaning of the words, 
“ Law of Moses,” by telling him that if he attentively read the five 
books of Moses, he would find that they contain a threefold law ; that 
is, the moral law, as expressed in the ten comniandments; the civil 
law; and the ceremonial law. The two latter have been abrogated by 
God himself. But the moral law has not only not been abrogated by 
Jesus, but more fully developed, and this moral law Christ declared 
should remain for ever.’ 

My Lord, I approach this subject with fear and trembling, in humility 
and prayer. Ihave dwelt on it over the word of the Eternal by day ; 
and by night I have meditated upon it. Even now, while my hand 
guides the pen, my heart is lifted to the Almighty Giver of that law, 
beseeching him to keep me from presumptuous sin, to instruct my ig- 
norance, to enlighten my blindness. I would not be the individual, the 
fool, to throw a firebrand into the church, and cause dissension where 
all should be peace: but I am constrained to say that throughout the 
whole volume of inspiration I cannot find a testimony that the law of 
Moses, including or excluding the ten commandments, has ever “ been 
abrogated by God himself.” 

If Israel had ceased from being a nation, if, like other mighty races 
of men they had become amalgamated with the rest of the world, and 
retained but a name and a history; or if it were possible without impi- 
ously contradicting God, and rejecting the evidence of our senses too; 
to believe that such was their approaching fate, then we might allowa- 
bly talk of abrogation, and conjecture that such was the case, though 
still without any direct testimony from Scripture: but when I read 
those same five books of Moses, and add thereto what none can law- 
fully put asunder, because God has joined them, the writings of the 
prophets, I am firmly convinced that the civil law of Israel, or what I 
suppose to be so classed by our friend, is no more abrogated now than 
it was during the Babylonish captivity, when, as now, the land was en- 
joying the Sabbaths of that immutable law; of which the covetousness 
of its possessors had defrauded it. The civil laws of your people, my 
Lord, I need not remind you, are of a nature not to be earried into ef. 
fect unless where Israel could dwell together as a nation, lords of some 
territory, as they were of old, under no foreign controul, subject to none 
but of their own race; while the ceremonial law is impracticable, in 
its most prominent features, unless Jerusalem itself were theirs, and 
the temple standing on Mount Moriah. And because of the present 
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dispersion and desolation, we are apt to say concerning Israel and Ju- 
dah, “The two families which the Lord hath chosen, he hath even cast 
them off;” but on referring to the passage where the Lord takes note 
of this saying among the Gentiles, Jeremiah xxxiii. 19, to the end, we 
shall find that which may well make us lay our hands upon our mouths. 
Thus it runs :—* And the word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah, say- 
ing, Thus saith the Lord; if ye can break my covenant of the day, and 
my covenant of the night, and that there should not be day and night 
in their season ; then may also my covenant be broken with David my 
servant, that he should not have a son to reign upon his throne; and 
with the Levites the priests, my ministers. As the host of heaven can- 
not be numbered, neither the sand of the sea measured; so will I mul- 
tiply the seed of David my servant, and the Levites that minister unto 
me. Moreover, the ead of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, Con- 
siderest thou not what this people have spoken, saying, The two fami- 
lies which the Lord hath chosen he hath even cast them off? thus they 
have despised my people, that they should be no more a nation before 
them. Thus saith the Lord, If my covenant be not with day and night, 
and if I have not appointed the ordinances of heaven and earth, then 
will I cast away the seed of Jacob and David my servant, so that I will 
not take any of his seed to be rulers over the seed of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob : for I will cause their captivity to return, and have mercy 
on them.” I know and am sure that, however now dispersed, scattered 
and peeled, meted out and trodden under foot, this people, terrible from 
their beginning hitherto, may be, while strange rivers spoil their land, 
they are a nation still, in God’s sight a nation: and as sure as the sun 
which sets in twilight i in the west is still the orb of light, on whose ri- 
sing to-morrow we can calculate with the confidence of simple cer- 
tainty, so sure it is that Israel, as a nation, as the chief of nations, shall 
again repossess that very land of Canaan, those very mountains of Ju- 
dea, that very holy city of Jerusalem, which your eyes now see in all 
the blight, and barrenness, and desolate misery that must rest upon 
them until the promised word goes forth, “ But ye, O mountains of Is- 
rael, ye shall shoot forth your branches, and yield your fruit to my peo- 
ple of Israel ; for they are at handto come. For behold, I am for you, 
and I will turn unto you, and ye shall be tilled and sown; and I will 
multiply men upon you, all the house of Israel, even all of it: and the 
cities shall be inhabited, and the wastes shall be builded: and I will 
multiply upon you man and beast: and they shall increase and bring 
fruit: AND I WILL SETTLE YOU AFTER YOUR OLD ESTATES, and will do 
better unto you than at your beginnings: and ye shall know that f am 
the Lorp.” Ezekiel xxxvi. 8—11. 

Now I cannot persuade myself to infer from a few doubtful phrases 
culled from various parts of the New Testament, separated from their 
context, and strung together, that God himself has abrogated that per- 
fection of civil government under which Israel enjoyed the theocracy. 
True, he will do better for them than at their beginnings; divine love 
has softened down the stern severity of some enactments, and they, to 
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preclude our guessing, are distinctly enumerated by our Lord. It is no 
lohger an eye for an eye, or a tooth for a tooth ; and the beautiful com- 
mentary given has also ‘more fully developed’ many things in the ci- 
vil and in the ceremonial law, equally with those contained in the ‘ ten 
commandments, as a glance at the fifth chapter of Matthew will show. 
But when I turn to the latter part of the books of Isaiah, of Ezekiel, of 
Zechariah, and very many others of the writings of ‘ the prophets,’ which 
our Lord always quoted with ‘the law,’ and from which in this very 
discourse he solemnly declared that one jot or one tittle should in no 
wise pass until att were fulfilled, I cannot, I dare not assent to this 
doctrine of abrogation. 

I know not whether the appointed feasts of your people are, under 
this system, viewed as belonging to the civil or the ceremonial law : are 
they abrogated? I beseech your Lordship to consider this question 
apart from all that man has superadded to the word of the Most Holy. 
Indeed, as our brother says, that ‘God himself has abrogated them,’ 
we cannot dream of any other appeal than to the Scriptures without 
actually “receiving for doctrines the commandments of men; and 
making the word of God of none effect by our traditions.” I will just 
glance at the most prominent among Israel’s ordinances. 

The Sabbath is first. Ifa converted Jew is firmly persuaded in his 
own mind that the day which we all admit to be the seventh of the week 
is still the Sabbath to him; if he pleads, as well he might, that the fact 
of Jesus resting in the grave from the great work of redemption on that 
‘high Sabbath’ is rather a confirmation of its sanctity than a token of 
its abrogation, and that he can, like the apostles of old, worship in the 
house of prayer on the Sabbath days, and on ‘the first day of the week’ 
celebrate the resurrection of Christ, as ‘the Lord’s day’ as they also 
did, God forbid that I should wound the conscience of such a brother 
by forcing upon him the breach of his Sabbath, and the substitution of 
mine! {t is quite clear that the first day was adopted by the Gentile 
church, very early; and that it was a day much observed by the Jew- 
ish church also: but while I cannot find one word in the whole Bible 
indicating that it was God’s will to alter his original Sabbath, as observ- 
ed to this day by the whole house of Israel, I never would “ make sad 
the heart of the righteous whom the Lord hath not made sad,” by com- 
pelling him to trample under foot what he knows to have been an ordi- 
nance given to his fathers, so far as the’day is concerned, and to hal- 
low in its place another day of our selecting. To hallow it as we do, 
alas! To join us in listening to the fourth commandment, in praying 
that our hearts may be inclined to keep that law; and then stepping into 
our carriages, or into hired vehicles, and exhibiting how obediently we 
cause our servants and our cattle to rest as wellas we. I would to God 
that our dear brother Ewald could convince the Christian church that 
the ten commandments are not abrogated! The manner in which the 
poorest of your people observe their ancient Sabbath is a deep reproach 
-to us, who so impiously, so vauntingly profane ours. 

Next comes the Passover; consisting of two things, a sacrifice and 
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a commemoration, Of the sacrifices we can only say, Israel has no 
altar. That their absolute inability to offer them is a very powerful ap- 
peal to their consciences, deeply to search the Scriptures, and to see 
whether one all-sufficient, all-atoning sacrifice has not already been of- 
fered, and one Great High Priest entered the most holy place in heaven 
itself, there to appear, with a perpetual plea for all who look to him as 
the “ Passoyer sacrificed for us,” the very Paschal Lamb slain for the 
whole world, I not only do not deny, but with all my heart and soul I 
believe it tobe so. Neither doI consider that any other blood can be 
shed as an atonement, or with the view to its possessing any propitia- 
tory efficacy whatever: and where we find the aposiles and disciples of 
our Lord joining, as they most unquestionably did, in the sacrifices of 
the temple, as long as the temple stood, I believe they did so in the 
same spirit in which they celebrated, as we do, the supper of the Lord ; 
and that if, as from Ezekiel and other prophets we must needs infer they 
will be, the sacrificial ordinauces of the temple shall be restored toge- 
ther with the building, I believe that they will bear the same typical 
character more perfectly understood, more fully developed than even 
to the most spiritual Israelites of old. That they are not, as an ordi- 
nance, abrogated, I gather from the prophetic word: but seeing that 
the children of Israel are still abiding, as it was declared that for many 
days they should, without a king, and without a prince, and without a 
sacrifice, and without an ephod, and without teraphim, it will suffice us 
to leave that matter for the Lord, in his own good time, to make plain 
to us, 

The commemorative part of the Passover institution, however, re- 
mains. Israel has still the unleavened bread; and bitter herbs, alas! 
too many. The commandment concerning this feast is the most posi- 
tive and binding that can be conceived. “ This day shall be unto you 
for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the Lorp throughout 
your generations ; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance FoR EVER.” 
And again, “ And ye shall observe the feast of unleavened bread; for 
in this self-same day have I brought your armies out of the land of 
Egypt : therefore shall ye observe this day in your generations by an or- 

FOR EVER.” And again, “ And ye shall observe this thing for 
an ordinance to thee and to thy sons ror EvER.” Exod. xii. 14, 17, 24. 
Has Israel no generation remaining? has he no sons? is “ for ever” 
past? Oh what a struggle must that Jew endure who is called on to 
acknowledge that such a memorial of thanksgiving for the Lorp’s un- 
speakable mercies to his fathers is a vain, a superstitious, because an 
abrogated thing! He may be persuaded of it, and at the feet of the 
King of the Jews he may at man’s bidding, lay down some of his dearest 
privileges, he may do ii in the simplicity, in the sincerity, in the integ- 
rity of his heart, and satisfied with the attainment of a better inherit- 
ance in heaven, forego his claim to what the gospel would never deprive 
him of on earth; but I do hope, my Lord, that the days of this partial 
blindness are nearly over; and that as the time draws nigh for the res- 
toration of your people to their high national privileges, it will appear 
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sufficient in the eyes of all men, that the Jew who believes in Jesus as 
his Messiah, his Saviour, and his King, should be as much a Jew still, 
as were the apostles themscives. 

What said our Lord himself, when, on the night of his betrayal, he 
sat down to this sacred feast with the Twelve? “* With desire have I de- 
sired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; for I say unto you, 
I will not any more eat thereof, unrTu1 it be fulfilled in the kingdom of 
God.” The kingdom of God is not yet come; we pray daily for it; 
we look, we long, and eagerly hail the tokens of its approach. The 
thoughts excited in my mind by the passage that I have quoted, lead 
me to a conclusion as far from the abrogation of the feast of unleavened 
bread as one extreme can be from another. Yet I am a Gentile; I 
could not properly partake, because my fathers were not brought out of 
Egypt by the visible arm of the Lord: but I believe that every indivi- 
dual of the seed of Abraham ought to observe it; for “It isa night to 
be much observed unto the Lord for bringing them out from the land of 
Egypt; this is that night of the Lord to be observed of all the children 
of Israel in their generations.” 

The feast of Tabernacles is another beautiful commemoration con- 
cerning the abrogation of which I have only to quote the “ prophets,” 
from whom I cannot separate the law,” as now under consideration. 
The Lord says by Hosea, “ And I that am the Lord thy God, from the 
land of Egypt, will yet make thee to dwell in tabernacles, as in the days 
of the solemn feast.” This is spoken to Ephraim, far dispersed, and out- 
cast, and lost to the sight of man. But Zechariah has a word that may 
teach us to humble ourselves and go softly, in the prospect of what is 

et to be. I refer to the last chapter of his book, where the tinal trou- 

les and the final rest, glory, and peace of the nation are so vividly set 
: forth. Having shown the plagues wherewith the Lord will smite all 
the enemies that have fought against Jerusalem, when rebuilt, and in- 
habited by her own people, and the great spoil that Judah shall gather, 
he thus proceeds. “And it shall come to pass, that every one that is 
left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem, shall even go up 
from year to year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, anp To KEEP 
THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES. And it shall be that whoso will not come 
up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem, to worship the king, 
the Lorp of hosts, even upon them shall be no rain. And if the family 
of Egypt go not up, and come not, that have no rain; there shall be the 
plague, wherewith the Lorp will smite the heathen that come not up 
TO KEEP THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES. ‘This shall be the punishment 
of Egypt, and the punishment of all nations that come not up To KEEP 
THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES. In that day shall be upon the bells. of 
the horses, Holiness unto raz Lorp; and the pots in the Lorp’s house 
shall be like the bowls before the altar. Yea, every pot in Jerusalem 
and in Judah shall be holiness unto rue Lorp of hosts: and all they 
that sacrifice shall come and take of them and seethe therein: and in 
prom there shall be no more the Canaanite in the house of the Lorn 
of ‘“ 
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{ did not intend to transcribe more of this magnificent description 
than relates to the feast of tabernacles ; but here, as in every preceding 
instance, when I turned to the unchangeable word of the Lorp for con- 
firmation of what I am venturing to advance, I found more than I asked 
or thought. Yes, my dear Lord, the perpetuity of Israel as a people, as 
a nation, even that same nation which God brought forth from Egypt, 
in pursuance of his covenant with Abraham, and to whom he also, in 
pursuance of that same covenant, will secure the land of Canaan as a 
possession for ever, is so stamped upon every page of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, that spiritualize and appropriate as we muy, and most thankfully 
do, the blessed record of the unsearchable riches of God’s mercy and 
truth to all who, partaking in his saving, justifying faith, become in one 
sense “ children of Abraham, and heirs according to the promise ;” we 
have no pretext for contradicting or explaining away what is so clearly 
revealed of the Lord’s purposes concerning his chosen family, “ who are 
Israelites ; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the co- 
venants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the 
promises; whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh 
‘Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.” The 
ninth, tenth, and eleventh chapters of the epistle of Paul to the Ro- 
mans, contain a continuous line of argument concerning the literal 
israel; although in our care to appropriate every thing exclusively to 
ourselves, we have usually made the ninth a bone of contention be- 
tween Calvinists and Arminians; the tenth a dissertation on preaching 
the gospel to the heathen; and the eleventh—alas! the wit of man can- 
not prevail to hide or even to distort the very unequivocal bearing of 
that glorious chapter. The first part of it, as it speaks of judgments 
against a rebellious people, is very readily conceded to the Jew; for 
it is remarkable how very literal we all are content to be when reading 
the Lord’s threatenings against Israel; but the promises we take in an 
exclusively spiritual sense, in every instance save this one of the latter 
half of the eleventh chapter of the epistle to the Romans, which bears 
so hard upon the boastful branches of the wild olive, and so triumphant- 
ly shews forth the immutability of God’s loving purposes towards the 
race of Israel, the natural branches of the good olive, the people “ be- 
loved for the fathers’ sakes,” that no commentator can possibly get over 
it. All admit that it means something, and that that future something 
relates to the Jews. 

Bear in mind, my dear Lord, that in writing this letter I am not at- 
tempting an argument; I am just stating a few plain racts, as set 
forth in the Holy Scripture, and protesting against their being set at 
nought in compliance with a system adopted by the Gentile Church 
since the days of the apostles. [ am protesting against the huge heap of 
stones that centuries have conspired to pile up in the way of God’s dear 
ancient people ; and with His help, poor, weak, ignorant, insignificant 
woman as I am, I will gather out some of them. I maintain, that, tak- 
ing scripture alone for our guide, we have no authority for asserting 
that the ordinances of Israel, received from God himself, inclusive of 
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the Abrahamic covenant of circumcision, have been, by God himself, 
abrogated ; and a few of my reasons for believing the direct contrary 
to this, I will briefly state. 

If abrogated at all, they must have been so either at the period of 
our Lord’s birth, at his death, at his ascension, or at the destruction of 
the temple, and captivity of the Jews. That neither at the time of the 
first advent of Christ, nor up to the period of his crucifixion they were 
at all changed, I think is clear enough, among other instances, by the 
following :-— 

Our Lord’s being “ born under the law,” and circumcised, and most 
strictly fulfilling its every requirement, I do not of course cite asa proof, 
because we all know that in his perfect obedience to the whole law of 
God, natural, moral, civil, ceremonial, and spiritual, we have our only 
plea of acceptance, our only justifying righteousness before Him who 
requires the unsinning obedience that corrupt man cannot render; as 
every Israelite virtually acknowledged when he laid the guilt of his own 
soul on the head of an innocent animal, and sacrificed it—a type of the 
atonement which was to be offered, which has been offered, for the sins 
of the world. But I do appeal very confidently to the tenor, the direct, 
explicit purport of our Lord’s instructions, given to those who, in a con- 
fessedly most corrupt state of the Jewish Church, were taught by his 
own lips. 

“The Scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat ; all therefore what- 
soever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after 
their works, for they say and do not.” Throughout this chapter, the 
twenty-third of the Gospel according to Matthew, there is not one word 
of all the heavy denunciations against the Scribes and Pharisees, but 
is founded on some perversion or unfaithfulness of their’s in the admin- 
istration of the law of Moses. I will cite but one passage: “ Woe un- 
to you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and 
anise, and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, 
judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leavz 
the others undone.” In the immediate view of the fearful judgments 
about to fall upon the chosen nation, in punishment of the transgres- 
sions into which they were, and had, for generations past, been led by 
the perverseness of some false guides, he uttered the awful rebuke there 
recorded ; and then turning to her, the dearly beloved of the Lord’s 
soul, whom He was about to deliver into the hand of her enemies, the 
city and the people who were called by His name, the deepest, tender- 
est tone of compassionate sorrow for the nation succeeded that of stern 
reproach to their rulers, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the 
prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I 
have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chick- 
ens under her wings, and ye would not! Behold, your houce is left 
unto you desolate.” Desolate forever? Was that dispensation to pass 
away finally, and a new Gentile system to be reared on its ruins, to 
which all the glory should be transferred? No—*“ For I say unto you, 
ye shall not see me henceforth, till-ye shall say, Blessed is he that com- 
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eth.in the name of the Lord.” Nota hint do we discover, liere or else- 
where, corroborative of the view so generally taken; and I am sure 
that a multitude of passages may be adduced, even stronger than the 
foregoing, to warrant the contrary belief. 

But when Jesus cried, “ It is finished,” and bowed his head and gave 
up the ghost, when the veil of the temple was rent, and a partial resur- 
rection of the dead took place, was not the Jewish dispensation abroga- 
ted? Ifit had been, it was very strange that during the whole forty 
days intervening between his resurrection and ascension, during which 
our Lord was seen by and conversed with his disciples, when He opened 
their understandings that they should understand the Scriptures, “ and 
beginning at Moses and the prophets, he expounded to them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning himself,” it was very strange that he 
gave them no authority to declare to their nation so stupendous an event 
as the entire and everlasting change of that which had been established 
by. the Almighty, the Lorp of Hosts, the God of Israel, amid such signs 
and wonders, and with such sanctions as nothing less than the same 
Divine authority could possibly repeal. I am speaking of the civil and 
the ceremonial law, as then in force; and seeking to ascertain the pe- 
riod and the manner of its final abrogation. There is not a word of it 
in the recorded teaching of our Lord up to the time of his ascension ; 
but there is a remarkable point in the discourse which he held with the 
two disciples, whom he, unknown as yet, accompanied on their road to 
Emmaus, They related to him, as to an inquiring stranger, the griev- 
ous disappointment that they had sustained in the ignominious death of 
One to whom they had looked as the promised Deliverer of Israel ; sor- 
rowfully saying, “ But we trusted that it had been he which should 
have redeemed (or rescued) Israel.” To this acknowledgment of their 
having now abandoned that long-cherished hope, the Lord replied, “ O 
fools and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken : ought 
not Christ to have suffered these things, anp /o enter into his glory?’ 

Forty days after this, the ascension took place ; and then, mindful of 

that same glory, which included the visible kingship of the Messiah over 
their nation, the Apostles asked him, “ Lord, wilt thou at this time re- 
store again the kingdom to Israel?” What was his reply? Was it, 
‘Neither now, nor evet ; the kingdom is departed from Israel, and given 
to others, and henceforth it shall no more be remembered.’ We well 
know how different was the reply : “It is not for you to. know the times 
or the seasons which the Father has put in His own power.” If this was 
not a distinct admission, that a time and a season would come, when the 
Father would restore, andin the sense understood by the querists too, 
the kingdom to Israel, I should be ata loss what to designate it. 
_. Fhe whole book of the Acts of the Apostles shews them to have con- 
tinued firm and consistent followers of the law of Moses, daily attend- 
ants on the sacrificial services of the temple, and evermore tenacious of 
their national privileges. Stephen was stoned, because they “set up 
FALSE witnesses” to depose “ We have heard him say that this Jesus of 
Nazareth shall destroy this place, and shall change the customs which 
Moses delivered us.” 
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But when the temple was rased, when the people were led into cap- 
tivity, when the daily sacrifice ceased, and with it the power to offer 
any sacrifices according to the law of Moses, or to assemble at Jerusa- 
lem to keep the feasts of the Passover, of Pentecost, and of Tabernacles, 
then was it not visibly and entirely abrogated? The apostle John 
alone outlived this tremendous crisis, and wrote after it had passed, and 
his writings we hay in the New Testament. ‘To them, therefore, we 
must look for a distinct declaration that God had at last abrogated all 
that belonged to the Law of Moses, excepting the Ten Commandments. 
He has not told usa word about it: he has left the whole matter out of 
the question, simply dwelling on the divine truths of the Gospel, and 
recording the marvellous revelation made to him of things to come, du- 
ring the long period that should elapse,—the “ many days” of Israel’s 
and Judah’s dispersion, even till the coming of him whose is the king- 
dom. James, too, who addressed his Epistle to the twelve tribes scat- 
tered abroad, never once alludes to any such event; and when I, at the 
erd of nearly eighteen hundred years since the closing of this testimo- 
ny, look around me and see the people of Israel even precisely as they 
were for nearly fifteen hundred years before that, with the exception of 
being, as the Lord had declared they should be, scattered and afflicted, 
and exiled into all lands, I must, I repeat it, have something more tan- 
gible than mere inferences to put into the scale against such an over- 
powering mass of facts. 

Now, my dear Lord, permit me to notice two very striking particu- 
lars, connected with two of the tribes, and two chief families in those 
tribes, which are not, perhaps, sufficiently kept in view by us. In the 
thirty-third chapter of Jeremiah, it is written, “Thus saith the Lord ; 
David shall never want a man to sit upon the throne of the house of 
Israel, neither shall the priests, the Levites, want a man before me to 
offer burnt-offerings, and to kindle meat-offerings, and to do sacrifice 
continually.” This suggests two questions :-— 

Where is the tribe of Judah? where the house of David? 

Where is the tribe of Levi? where the house of Aaron? 

The tribe of Judah is so mixed up, blended, amalgamated with that of 
Benjamin, and some portions of other tribes, that the finger of God can 
alone distinctly separate them. He will assuredly do so; but we can. 
not. Many individuals claim to be of that tribe, but they have not their 
genealogies in an authentic form. ‘The house of David, the kingly fa- 
mily of that kingly tribe, what would not Israel give to recognise them ! 
It is not possible: they do not even look for it, I think, until “ David 
their king,” the long-expected Messiah, shall appear. For this they 
daily pray in their synagogue ; for this they sigh, and towards this they 
hasten with all the longing desires of captives yearning to be free. T 
need not refer you, my dear Lord, to some of the beautiful prayers in 
the services for the Passover, Atonement, Day of Memorial, and others, 
for you know them well; and I trust you often, as I do, breathe them 
from the innermost recesses of your heart. Among the splendid Peyu- 
tim of the synagogue, there is one in the first-named service, compar. 
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ing, or contrasting, “the Passover of Egypt” with “the future passover”’ 
that no one who loves the Bible can read unmoved. For this “ Rod 
from the stem of Jesse,” your people wait. ‘Till he come, Israel has no 
king. We have the genealogy to the first advent of our Lord, and there 
it ends. The house of David has no known representative on earth, 
though it is unquestionable, from the language of Zechariah and other 
prophets, that the family remains, and will hereafter be recognised 
among “the inhabitants of Jerusalem :” and Hi who in his proper 
human person, glorified, but still the same, the heavens have received 
until the restituiion of all things, Him, “the Root and offspring of Da- 
vid,” they still reject, Tsrael abides without a king. 

The tribe of Levi, on the contrary, is, by a most marvellous interpo- 
sition of divine power, as distinct, as visible, as universally known as in 
the days when they served the temple ; and their chief family, the house 
of Aaron, are no less conspicuous. ‘Though Judah has neither temple 
nor altar, nor sacrifice, nor ephod, nor king, she has her Levites, and she 
has her Cohanim; and in every synagogue throughout the world, THz 
sons OF Aaron are privileged to utter that blessing which, oh may the 
Lord God of Israel speedily, speedily confirm to his afflicted and dis- 
persed ones! All the arguments of all the theologians who ever wield- 
ed a pen since the days of the apostles, touching the supposed abrogation 
would be, to me, as chaff before the wind, in the presence of a simple 
Cohen—an Aaronite—even were he but measuring me for a shoe; and 
when I consider with what force these things must present themselves 
to the mind of a devout, a scriptural Jew, who, led by the Spirit and 
the Word of God becomes an inquirer into the truth of the gospel, I do 
marvel, not at the paucity, but at the large amount of those who can 
persevere in such inquiry after being told, in the name, but surely not 
by the authority of Jesus Christ, that God has wholly abrogated that 
of which by a perpetual miracle he still sustains the outer framework, 
and which he has distinctly intimated that he will, at no distant period, 
re-establish in tenfold glory and beauty, under him who shall be a 
“ priest upon his throne,” visibly reigning over the whole house of Ju- 
dah, and the whole house of Israel], and of whose kingdom there shall be 
no end. 

My anxious, arduous, but I do hope not presumptuous task is done. 
Rather than be the means of keeping one single soul for one single 
hour from coming to the Lord Jesus that he may have life, I would that 
my writing were cast into the fire, and my worthless body with it. But 
this will not be. I know, and I am certain, that Jesus of Nazareth is 
the Son of God, the King of Israel, the Lamb slain from the foundation 
of the world, in whose book of life is found the name of every one saved, 
from Adam to the last of mortal men. But I do not believe that in 
preaching him as the Prince and the Saviour promised to Israel, we are 
warranted to demand of the Jew that he become a Gentile, or set at nought 
all that distinguishes him from the nations among whom his race is 
scattered: and I do not hesitate to implore your Lordship, now occu- 
pying the place of the apostle James in Jerusalem, to consider very 
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deeply and prayerfully the doctrine and practice of that apostle, and his 
companions, in regard to their brethren after the flesh ; and to lay upon 
them none other burden than the light and easy yoke, the very badge 
of perfect freedom, the gospel as taught of old, “ Believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” 

Baptism was then granted to all who made that profession, in appa- 
rent sincerity. ‘See, here is water,” said the Ethiopian to Philip, who 
had but just expounded to him the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, * What 

-doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with 
all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” This was enough in those days; the 
chariot was ordered to stand still, and the simple, scriptural rite took 
place. Philip had also, on a similar profession of faith, baptized Simon 
Magus; but though, on the discovery of his hypocrisy and wickedness, 
Peter sharply rebuked the false disciple, it does not appear that he pass- 
ed any censure on Philip for baptizing him too readily ; or that Philip 
was rendered more reluctant to receive a declared convert. At Ephe- 
sus indeed, those who lived by practising witchcraft, and other unlawful 
things, gave farther evidence:of the sincerity of their profession. ‘ Ma- 
ny of them also which used curious arts, brought their books together, 
and burned them before all men: and they counted the price of them, 
and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver.” ‘This was a costly sacri- 
fice, and a necessary one; but is the fringed garment which the Lord 
commanded the Israelite to wear as a perpetual memorial of His great 
mercy in delivering his people out of Egypt, to be placed among the 
conjuring implements of a devil-worshipper? must the Jewish catechu- 
men be kept under a course of preparation, perhaps for years, till the 
last lingering spark of hallowed nationality is trampled out of his bosom, 
and he can be safely pronounced, not merely a convert to Christ, which 
was all that the apostles ever thought of, but a convert from Judaism 7 
Must the baptized Cohen relinquish his hereditary priesthood, and wait 
for the licence of a Gentile superior, ere he may dare to bless the con- 
gregation of the Lord? Oh that the highway were cast up, and these 
cruel stumbling-blocks gathered out of the path of the people! 

I repeat, that from you, my dear Lord and honoured brother, I neith- 
er ask nor desire an answer. ‘The amazing course of events in these 
days, baffling al! human calculation, may place you in a position to de- 
cide practically a matter which has too long been treated theoretically ; 
and if the things that were “sealed up to the time of the end” include 
this, and the Lorp is pleased to make it plain, we shal] soon be all of 
one mind about it. If, on the contrary, my view is unscriptural, let me 
be shown my error, as publicly as I proclaim tt, for I shall pay no regard 
either to private denunciations, or to any argument whatever that is not 
exclusively drawn from, and supported by, the Bible. The decisions of 
the Church, or the practice of the Church, will not satisfy me. God 
has made no private revelations to the Church; and what He publicly 
revealed is open tous all. To THE LAW AND TO THE TESTIMONY is my 
eppeal,—that law and that testimony which I have in my Bible, for by 
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that shall we be judged. Whosoever may condescend to instruct me, 
and through me the many whose minds are exercised on these momen. 
tous points, I do earnestly hope and intreat, that he will first ask coun- 
sel of God; and then, in the spirit of that teachableness with which 
even inspired men studied the written word, search anéw the Scriptures 
before he undertakes to confirm the systems, however good in their 
time, of a dispensation now fast changing to another form, though in 
substance and reality it must ever be the same, under the samé Divine 
Teacher, the Holy Spirit, ever testifying of Him whois “a light to light: 
en the Gentiles, and the glory of his people Israel.” 

With the warmest sentiments of respectful affection, and unceasing 
prayers that the blessing of the Most High God may abundantly rest 
upon you, my dear Lord, I subscribe myself, 

Your faithful friend and servant, 


October, 1843. CHARLOTTE ELIZABETH. 


a a 
CLOSE OF THE SECOND. VOLUME. 


The present being a double number, completes the Second Volume of this work. 
We are thankful to those who have patronized us, for the encouragement they have 
given usin our labours, and now entreat those who have not yet paid their subscrip- 
tions to defer this duty no longer. 


We propose in our next volume to present our readers with a series of expository 
articles on some of the most important strains of Old Testament prophecy. In these 
the great principles of Interpretation for which we have been contending, will be ap. 
plied, and shewn to be the only Hemeneutics which can satisfactorily evolve the 
meaning of those Inspired Writers. In order properly to appreciate the principles of 
the literal Interpretation, it is necessary to see them applied and to compare the re- 
sult of such application with the expositions given generally by the Commentators, of 
the same passages. If the former is the most satisfactory ; if it gives the most natural 
meaning and commends itself to a candid and pious mind, it certainly has the ad- 
vantage over any other exegesis, which leaves no other impression on the mind than 
that it is probably the meaning of the Prophets, being a plausible, beautiful or strik- 
ing idea. Perhaps Millenarians have too much satisfivd themselves with a bare dis. 
cussion of the Principles of Interpretation, relying on the strength of their arguments 
for the literal mode, and have not sufficiently illustrated and confirmed their positions 
by applying those principles exegetically. This deficiency we propose to supply in 
the next volume. 

Asa desire has sometimes been expressed to see the present work enlarged, we pro- 
pose to double the number of pages, making it to reach at least 32; occasionally more, 
never less. This of course will devolve on us the necessity of increasing also the 
price, which will be two dollars per annum, payable in advance. In consequence of 
the losses sustained heretofore by the credit system, we will in no case forward the 
work unless the money accompanies the order for the Periodical. 


It may perhaps be well to observe that the forthcoming expositions are from the 
pen of one of the most learned and popular writers of the present eentury, and have 
been pronounced by all who have read them, not only the master-piece of bis works, 
but the finest specimens of prophetic exposition that the age has produced. No min- 
ister of the Gospel should be without it, and every student of Prophecy would be great- 
ly assisted by it in his scriptural researches. The volume, when completed, will make 
one of the most valuable works on Prophecy extant. 


Those desiring the work will please address (post paid) Rev. I. P. Lanacn, Editor 
of the American Millenarian and Prophetic Review, New-York. 


The Numbers of the first and second volumes of the American Millenarian and 
Prophetic Review are on hand and can be supplied, price $1 per volume. 
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